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Environmental Impact of Buildings

In the US, buildings account for:

 39 % of total energy use

 12 % of the total water consumption

 68 % of total electricity consumption

 38 % of the CO2 emissions

 60 % of total non-industrial waste generation (C&D) 

 60 % of all materials (excluding food and fuel)



EPA Strategic Goal and Programs to Promote 

Sustainable Building Practices

EPA has a fundamental interest in assuring that buildings are 

healthy places to live, work, and learn; that energy use is 

dramatically reduced; and that buildings use water, materials, 

products and land in a sustainable manner. 

http://bsnorrell.blogspot.com/

Energy Star

WaterSense

Smart Growth

Healthy Homes/Schools

http://bsnorrell.blogspot.com/


 Increase Awareness and Building/Facilitating Partnerships
 Convene

 Coordinate

 Workshops

 Collaborate Internally and with other Agencies
 Multi-Agency workgroup

 Comment on Strategies

 Smartgrowth

 Heathy Homes

U.S. EPA R9 Green Building Activities
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U.S. EPA Grants/Incentives to 

Facilitate Sustainable Building Practices

 Energy Star

www.energystar.gov/dime

 Climate Showcase Community Grants

http://www.epa.gov/statelocalclimate/local/showcase/

 Brownfields

http://www.epa.gov/region9/brownfields/grants.html

 Resource Conservation Funds

http://www.epa.gov/region9/waste/tribal/funding.html

 Pollution Prevention

http://www.epa.gov/region9/waste/p2/grants.html

 General Assistance Program

http://www.energystar.gov/dime
http://www.epa.gov/statelocalclimate/local/showcase/
http://www.epa.gov/region9/brownfields/grants.html
http://www.epa.gov/region9/waste/tribal/funding.html
http://www.epa.gov/region9/waste/p2/grants.html
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0WTb_5ijJpM.HgAXy2jzbkF/SIG=11pplntpk/EXP=1285283298/**http%3a//citynoise.org/upload/31840.jpg

